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Recommended Reading-Graphic Novels
(Alphabetical by author last name)
Carey, Mike.  Re-gifters.  (YA CAR)


Dixie and Avril, best friends, practice the martial art of hapkido.  Dixie loses focus when she develops a crush on Adam, another hapkido artist, right before a big tournament.  She buys him an expensive gift with her entry money and is forced to qualify through a neighborhood competition in which she squares off against some rough looking street kids.  Through it all, Dixie learns about the importance of friendship and staying focused on her goal as well as the ups and downs of being a teen.

Kibuishi, Kazu.  Daisy Kutter: The Last Train.  (YA KIB)


Daisy Kutter thinks her bandit days are behind her.  She and partner Tom are legit, but Daisy is bored with small-town life.  After losing her general store in a poker game, she is given a proposition she can’t refuse: test the new security robots on security mogul Mr. Winters’ train.  The following adventure is a romp through the best of the Western genre mixed with a healthy dose of technology.
Moore, Alan.  Watchmen.  (YA MOO)


“Who watches the Watchmen?”  The Comedian’s death brings about a lot of questions and former costumed heroes turned regular people find themselves putting on their costumes once again to get to the bottom of the mysterious circumstances.  The threat of nuclear war sits on the edge of the story throughout creating suspense and helping to set the tone of what has become Moore’s definitive work.

For Older Readers
Nykko.  The Elsewhere Chronicles.  (J NYK)


Max, Rebecca, Noah, and Theo only think Grandpa Gabe’s house is haunted, but it gets worse when they find out that the movie projector in the library opens a door to a world of shadows.  They must find a way to close the door and stop the Shadow Spies from taking over the world.

Books in the series: The Shadow Door, The Shadow Spies, The Master of Shadows
Petersen, David.  Mouse Guard: Fall 1152.  (YA PET)


The Mouse Guard protects its fellow creatures and patrols the passageways used between the villages of the Mouse Territories.  Dispatched to find a missing mouse, three members of the Guard make a shocking discovery - one that involves a treacherous betrayal, a stolen secret, and a rising power with just one goal - to bring down the Guard.
Satrapi, Marjane.  The Complete Persepolis.  (955.05 SAT)


The author uses the graphic novel format to provide readers with a unique view of her youth in Iran.  She witnesses first hand how the new Iran has become repressive.  Her parents send her abroad to Vienna to study which to be proves a difficult trial for Marji as she finds herself in a different culture loaded with abrasive characters and profound disappointments. Even when she returns home, Marji discovers she and her homeland have changed too much which leads her to decide where she truly belongs.
For Older Readers
Schreiber, Ellen.  Vampire Kisses: Blood Relatives.  (YA SCH)


The absolute last thing Goth-girl Raven and her vampire boyfriend, Alexander, need is another hitch in their romance, but dark trouble is on the horizon when they discover four freshly dug graves filled with empty coffins.  A Crew of sketchy vampires takes up residence in Dullsville's lonely graveyard, and Alexander finds this motley bunch led by his cousin, Claude Sterling.  Claude and crew mean trouble, especially when Raven finds them in daylight.
Sis, Peter.  The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain (943.7 SIS)


As a child, Sis loved to draw, proudly wore the red scarf of a Young Pioneer, stood guard at the giant statue of Stalin, and believed whatever he was told to believe.  As a teen, Sis learned about beat poetry, rock 'n' roll, blue jeans, and Coca-Cola.  He secretly read banned books and joined a rock band. It was short-lived, however, and brought to a sudden and brutal end by the Soviet-led invasion. But this brief glimpse proved creativity could be discouraged but not easily killed.
Spiegelman, Art.  Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History.  (940.53 SPI)


More than a tale of surviving the Holocaust, Spiegelman relates the effect of those events on the survivors' later years and upon the lives of the following generation.  His father, Vladek, discusses his experiences in Nazi-occupied Poland in which the Nazis are portrayed as cats and the Jews as mice. Vladek saves himself and his wife by a combination of luck and wits, all the time enduring the torment of being a hunted outcast. The author also tells the story of his troubled adjustment to life as he bears the burden of his parents' experiences.
For Older Readers
Tamaki, Mariko.  Emiko Superstar.  (YA TAM)


Emiko, a teenager, finds herself on a quest one summer to find out who she really is.  Her journey takes her from suburban babysitter to eclectic urban performance artist.  She encounters a romantic interest, the reality of betrayal, and the truth about popularity along the way.
Vaughan, Brian K.  Runaways.  (YA VAU)


A group of six California teens find themselves on the run after they learn their parents are members of a secret criminal society.  They find they have to rely on themselves to get to the truth behind their parents’ secret society as well as prevent the end of the world from happening in the process.
Wilson, G. Willow.  Cairo.  (YA WIL)


Set in bustling modern-day Cairo, this magical-realism thriller interweaves the lives of a drug runner, a down-on-his-luck journalist, an American expatriate, a young activist, an Israeli soldier, and a genie as they navigate the city's streets and spiritual underworld to find a stolen hookah sought by a wrathful gangster-magician.
For Older Readers
Yang, Gene Luen.  American Born Chinese.  (YA YAN)


Yang uses three plotlines to tell this story.  Chinese folk hero Monkey King wants to shed his humble roots and becomes a god. Jin Wang, an Asian American middle school student tries to fit in with his classmates.  Danny, an all-American teen, is shamed by his stereotyped Chinese cousin Chin-Kee and is forced to change schools.  In the end the stories converge nicely so that Chin-Kee’s stereotype is shattered, and Jin Wang and Monkey King learn to be happy with whom they really are.
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